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Typeset by MPS Limited, Chennai, India. One of the joys of writing a book is to be able to take a moment at the outset to pay tribute to the people who have allowed you to write it. To provide the full measure of gratitude that is due would see these acknowledgements stretch to become a whole extra chapter, but I shall do my best in the space available. Firstly, I have enjoyed great support and encouragement from my colleagues in the School of Government and International Relations, and the Centre for Governance and Public Policy, at Griffith University since I arrived in 2010. An open culture of constructive critique matched by unrelenting support is no easy thing to engineer in a university department, and I have been a very fortunate beneficiary of just such a place. Rather than attempt an exhaustive list of names, I simply acknowledge my colleagues collectively and offer a heartfelt thank you to them all.
The research for the book was assisted by two excellent research assistants in Glenn Kefford and Greg Bourke, who provided not just their labour but also their important insights. Funding assistance was provided by Griffith's Centre for Governance and Public Policy, and also through an internal research grant from the Griffith Business School, and I am grateful to both. The writing was completed during a visiting fellowship in the Department of Politics and International Relations at the University of Oxford. I would like to thank Christopher Hood for making that visit possible, and his colleagues -in particular Mark Philp -who did much to make me feel welcome. Thanks to Amanda Smullen for inviting me to the Australian National University to present on my work in 2012; to her colleagues for the constructive seminar discussion on some of this work; and to John Uhr for his valuable insights into the uses of political rhetoric. Thanks also to Alan Finlayson for his words of advice and wisdom in the early stages.
I am grateful to Amber Stone-Galilee at Palgrave Macmillan for her initial interest in contracting this book, and all the support she has provided since. Many thanks also to Andrew Baird and Liz Blackmore at Palgrave for working to get this book into print so smoothly. The anonymous reviewer for the book was also very constructive and helpful in their feedback and I offer them my thanks.
Various parts of the book draw on material first published in a series of articles I have published on this topic over the last three years, and Behind every academic work there stands a group of patient and kind friends and family. Thanks as always to my parents, Anne and Wolfgang, and to friends, Daniel and Marcela, and James and Lisa. Their unconditional affection existed long before this book and will hopefully long outlast it, even when I have neglected to be in contact with them as often as I should. Finally, I must thank my most ardent supporter, my wonderful wife Kathy, who just never stops believing in my work, despite the all too obvious reasons to do so.
I trust it goes without saying that whilst much that is good about this book is due to the people indicated above, the extensive faults in the pages that follow sadly remain entirely my own responsibility.
